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Copy of letter from Johnny Beaton re gold Dredge hic
he worked as winter watchman: . S0 - AR

Fort ST Johns BC
August 4th 1920

Blood_good Kemper & Bloodgood
Milwaukee

Dear sir

he receipt of your letter of July 12 Imxw

I beg to acknowledge?v
eived regarding Peace River Gold Dredging

which I have just rec
Co Ltd

f the dredge all winter and 1 looked after

T was the caretaker o
I lived on the dredge as long

i1t to the bestm of my abilily
as I eould but it got so cold that I could not sleep on it buwx

I slept about 400 yards from it and I was on it every day and
when the Ice got to thick 1 chopped it open. before the Ilce

broke %% up in the Kiv

as the side anchors had been

these anchors was also froze to the bottom and before the Ice
feet but the side

broke up in the spring the River rose a few
the dredge from Rising.

snchors being froze to the bottom it held
rrzmnex chamed below

Next day the River broke open and the Ilce

the dredge that is about 2 mile below the Kiver on acount of
with the rise of water, al

to the bottom and also held by the

the Cham the Ice backed up
end of the dredge being froze
r the after part of dredge and
bin the Machinery was not damaged

side anchors the Ice went ove
broke the stern anchor and Cab

When I hired with Mr Kelly last fall the arangment was that he
and his men would be up here in the month of March I engaged
to look after the dredge until that time but they did not gev
here until the end of May . if the men had been h
the break up of the River with some -
saved the dredge but being alone here , et »
wired Mr Kelly & Co in Winnipeg in the Month of March and I
told them then that the dredge was in danger. -
of my wires I sent them. With regarada
Mr Kelly that he would see that I looke ,
“know nothing of that. My Father often came &uC ot e
in cutting the Ice around the dredge during the winter.
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John PBeatton
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